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The dining room serves as s perfect example of Lewis's approach of
breathing mew life into a rather formal space by keeping the color .
palette serenie and soothing and introducing artiwork and accents that|
have a mare conternporary feel. Orpate carving and detail in the mirror,
buffet, lamps, and chairs is counter-balanced by their airy, antiqued
finishes. A china histch {sgen here in the reflection of the mirrar)
features a-custom-painted backing in Benjamin Moore's. Palludian Blue,
“webich compliments the blie tone fn the Thibaut wallcovenng,
Facing page: Contrasting finishes add visual interest in the kitchen, and
new light fivtures create a more propurtional relatianship betwegh the.
furnishings and the scale of the roam. i

hete comes a time when the mismarched and
inakeshift décor vou've scguired through varous
life cransitions somply no longer fues your lifesoele
or taste level, Thar was the case when Heather
ared Scort Allmendinger, dhong with their owo vouwng children,
Vivdan {00 ond Croix (4), set out to purchase and fumasha home
where they conld pioruire themselves living long-term.
Evenbefore boving a new place, the couple turmed o Scott's
sister, interwor desiptier Kristn Lewis, for guidonce, “They were
eeady o move e a hoose where they could purdowireors and
b comforrnble for o long time,” Lewis says, Havine on expertin
the family cerainly hos s perks, and Lewis enided the couple
throngh the process of choosing—and then renovarting—their
new home. Lewis gave her stamp of approval o chis particular
house, because, she says, “the basic floor plan was wdeal.”
Thoegh it didn’t need many major scrucrural chomees, Heather
and Scott “were eager o personalize the space,” she ndds.
Prioritizing Heather's fomdness for formal intenors, Scott's
desire fur the home o be oprimally fonetional, and the conple’s
shored love of hosting fricnds and finily, Lewis ceeated a deeply
meaningtul serring for tlis next chaprer in their lives,

Lewis's. desien clients gravitate oo her  stenaoire  casual-
comfortable desym stvle, snd—as Heather wos selecting

lier favorite imoges from desipn books and
desipier rioticed thor “her mste leass more formal, with fos of
dressy texriles.” Country-French décor, therefure, became the
decorative sesthenic thar united the visions of both designer
and  homeowner. Thoueh the  Allmendingers favar o very
racitional style of furmishings, Lewis mtentonally kept the
atmosphere youthful, in order to best represent the family's
vibront spinit. The designer’s key o keeping the renor of the
desiyrn frionm bemp overly serions was corrving an airy and fresh
coluor palerte threughonr the Boor plan, “The home 15 primarily
dome in light tanpes, warm whites; blues, and pold,” Lewis says,
and “the mascer bedroom is celodon, rose, and tanpe, becanse
Fleather really wanred o wouch of pink somewhere in che hone,”
The luxurions master ochroom is almose entirely neocral with

gold necents.

Peconse the Allmendingers entertam fregquently, for different
sizes and types of patherings, they required o varlety of spaces
that wonld serve this purpoase. The formal dining room offersan
atmesphere of easv refinement, fearuring a damosk wallcovering
v Thibang, an oversized mirror wich a.gilded frame—which
hamgs above o distressed painted buffer—and custom pinch-
pleated silk draperies 1 o checkered pattern thae follow the
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nd taupe. Facing

o sh of sweet
Nk Heather req
during her consultations
with Lewis app ;Er?ht_jm
upholstery of a delicate
armchair she inherited from

The living room, similarly, layers texture and patern for an
elegont effect. Antigued mirrors, exguisite silk drapery panels,
and ghmmering gold fimishes throughoeue che room imboe the
palerte of blues and yellows with o reflective shieen, The sofa and
twis club choirs are tlored and ceaditional, while select acoent
fabrics lend o slightly more contemporary attitode: for instance,
a high-contmst chevron pattern livens oy the owo apholstered
armchoirs situored Areside. The kitchen, an adiscent keeping
o, and the fully pdored sereened back porch are bereer
siited o cosual encertining and everyday fuwily livime,
PRIVATE L1 ;

Chae of the muost private spaces inthe Allmendingers' home—rthe
master lathroom—ended up being the most semptoows of all, To
achieve the “high-end hotel feel” the couple waneed, o major
rransformation wis necessary, U We didi't chonge the livonrofthe
plumbing fixeures, bur by enclosing the shower and selecring new
fimishes from top oo bormom Jic] feels like a completely different
space,” Lewis says. The existing base cabinetry was repomeed and
topped with guorezite commiertops: T he redesign makes the space
fewl more intimate and privare, whereas, before, the room feli
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o open and exposed for comfure. Gold leaf was applied w the
mirror-frames toomatch the Visual Comdore Dighe fistures, and an
inset marble mosnic—an iden drwn froin Henther'sdoaspiration
images—embellishes the porceluin-tiled flooe
MEANINGFUL M
The design dewils of the Allmendinger ome thar ore the
most personalized are sl the mose persorial o the fnily. Fore
instance, the paintng of a pelicon that hangs above the living
room fireplace is by Louisiana areise Elaine Gleason ond serves
as o reminder of Heather and Scort’s engagement (which ook
place in Mew Orleans) as does the grouping of mixed-media
cnsses by Helen Boliv—another Lowisionn artist—rhar- hongs
abwwe the skirted consiole table in the same room. The tooch of
pink Heather requested appears it the npholstery of o delicare
armeharr she mberited from hee grandmother and which now
sits in her bedreom==a daily remsinder of a muoch-beloved fmily
member T is ar chese incersections of personal style and personal
memories that Lewis says she con see the higher value of a truly
mmicpie. home design: "1 ove that chey persomalize the space and
brivgz such happy memornies o the house.”
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FOUR WAYS TO
PERSONALIZE YOUR HOME

BNOTW HYSELF
T defrne your personal sevle, find images from books,
magazites, and sociol medi that carch youreyve. Look
at oll of your favorice imoges together oo see whoe
thermes emerge. These common chareeenstics of the
spaces you find inspiring are exactly the elements vou

should incorporate inoe your design soluons.

LITaF] TOLTR O L]

The trensures we collect tell the stony of our values;
interests, and hobbies. Displayving them in your home
will bring those ports of vour inner self to light Plus;
grouping many similor objeces wgether i ome place
can make 3 big decorative impact, Consider this op
when desining personalized spaces for kids, wo!

{HODE Wea A"

Onginal arowork 15 a perfect way to mbuse your home
with your umigue taste: Invest in pieces that you find
both beautiful and meaningtul, ond you're sure o
keep them forever,

Instill & deep sense of character and history in your
e by bringing thherited furmishings and objects
ont of stomage and ineo full view, Seeing and using
cherished pieces &5 often a better way 1o honor the
memory of loved vnes ond tmes past than stowing
Ll tway.
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In order to make the porch a more attractive and hospitable gathering place for the family, Lewis replaced the green Astroturf
floors with antique bricks, which she had cut into pavers. Facing page: Removing the master bathroom's shower stall and building
walls around the shower area created a niche for the bathtub that gives the space a more enclosed, private atmosphere. Framed
intaglios, a starburst mirror, and a Visual Comfort chandelier—along with the other warm, gold accents—help to establish the
feeling of luxuriousness the eouple envisioned for the reom.
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wom; I Lewis Interior Design, Little Kock, (501) 952-
sigi.ccan Tanarah Lusxe Floral, Livtde Rock, {501)

3721400, tannral :
At C.mma-ll Furhlluhu De-:-lg,ru C
Little Rocle, (501) 2193876, cobhlestoneandvine.com; K. Lew

Design, Little Rock, (501} 372-1886, prov e :ddn'-lgn UL
Bedding, carper, fbrics, fctures, hardveane, lighting, micnors snd wallpaper K. Lewds Tngerior Diesign, Linde Rock, (501) 952-6852, E]r.!n:wi-i.nw:kurd:l_'qn.:im:
Cabinees— bathmoom, millwork, ond paiiting Collahun Construction, Jocksonville, (501) 837-3575, [cbuilds.com

Connmeriogs— bath room Pacific Shore Stones, Mabelvale, (501} 455-3600, pacificshores tones,coim

Flowring— moser foih Inside Effects, North Litile Rock, (5001) 954-H866, o 1
FI.- -m.:., Lk I.-.-r arzl Acme Brh.lt locatbons lI-ntuug]mutA.r‘kmm:-; m.mn]:d'-l.t.kl:i]mmd:mme com

Litele Rock 15'|}I|| ZZEvCH:Iﬂ!Funtrel[furnllure.q.um. Cobblestone & \-"':Ine 'I.lule Ruu_k {ﬂﬂll] 664—4240 Weﬂt

Lamywhades—cuniom The ‘1'|1:||.||-: Ahm't, l.1l.l||: R-l.'n.k 'I,ﬁﬂl} ’u-d- 1555, 'II'H."I]‘IIEII:’H"HJ'I'E.LHN
Uhnder furmishings and mig Canrell. Furninure Design Center, Little Rocl, {301) 225.0002] cantrellfurniture.com; K. Lewis Interior Design, Litele

Rm_k EGI] 052 HA52, kle‘wialnmrlurdeﬁg‘ma.ﬂm

J" g — decerativie Angelfish, Linle Rock, {501) 960-4826, anﬁelﬁqlu:u
Upliolstery Hownrd's Upholstery, Litile Rock, (500} 225-0476
Window covermgs— dining ronm Moungoy's Custom Dreaperies, Mabelvale, (501) 455-2216; Pom Meredith Sewing, Lonolke, (501 266-2325
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